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O 240900Z FEB 77 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5675 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 2590 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, JA 

SUB J : CONCERN ABOUT FISHERIES AGREEMENT DELAY 

1 . IAPANESE PRESS IS BEGINNING TO FOCUS ON DELAY IN CONGRESSIONAL 
ACTION ON APPROVING US-IAPANESE GIFA. WE ANTICIPATE RAFT OF STOR- 
IES IN TOMORROW'S PAPERS THAT WILL PROBABLY DEPICT HALT IN JAPA- 
NESE FISHING OPERATIONS IN US 200 MILE ZONE. 

2. FISHERIES AGENCY TELLS US APPROXIMATELY 200 JAPANESE VESSELS 
NOW ACTIVE IN ZONE. 

3. WE RECOGNIZE DEPTS PROBLEMS WITH CONGRESS AND MERELY URGE ALL 
FEASIBLE EFFORTS TO PREVENT DISTURBING WHAT UP TO NOW HAS BEEN 
FAVORABLE IMAGE OF US-JAPANESE AMITY IN WORKING OUT NEW FISHERIES 
REGIME. SOME ATTENTION MIGHT USEFULLY BE DEVOTED TO JAPANESE PRESS 
CORPS IN WASHINGTON. 

SHOESMITH 
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